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of officials; they also called for the resignation of the Persian cabi-
net, except for Qavam himself, and the release of the arrested
Bakhtiari chiefs. It was evident that the southern tribal chiefs, see-
ing the apparent drift of the Persian government towards sub-
servience on Russia, had decided to strike in defence of their own
traditional authority against the Tudeh, which had been strong
enough in Tehran to muster some 50,000 adherents for the May
Day labour demonstration and had been given three seats in the
cabinet early in August. Warned by these ominous signs of pro-
vincial disintegration, and by appeals from merchants and muj-
tahids to protect the country from foreign ideologies and end the
coalition with the Tudeh and the Azerbaijani Democrats, the
Prime Minister decided that it was time to 'hedge'. In mid-October
he pacified the Qashqai rebels by dropping from his cabinet the
three Tudeh representatives and Prince Firuz, whom he appro-
priately appointed Ambassador to Moscow. He then turned to
the question of general elections for a new Majlis, having dissolved
the previous one in March. The Tudeh wanted them at once, in
order that the new Majlis might ratify the all-important Soviet-
Persian oil agreement. The Prime Minister at length announced
that they would begin on 7 December, under the supervision of
government forces throughout the country in order to ensure
freedom of voting and suppress possible disturbances. The
Governor-General of Azerbaijan was informed that government
forces would enter his province also for that purpose. Despite the
protests of the Azerbaijani provincial council and a call to arms, the
government troops crossed the provincial border on 10 December.
They met with only slight opposition, since the 'Democrat' forces
were found to be ill-equipped and undisciplined, and there were
many desertions. Tabriz was occupied, evidently to the heartv
satisfaction of the overwhelming majority of the population.
Some of the 'Democrat' leaders, including Pishevari himself, fled
over the border into Soviet territory. The Soviet propaganda
treated the collapse of their puppet with remarkably little concern,
waiting evidently for Persian ratification of the proposed oil-
concession. Persian elections, are, however, a leisurely process,
and the new Majlis was not ready for official duties till 26 August
1947. By that time the Soviet propaganda had lost patience,
strongly attacking 'Persian reactionaries', "stranglers of the working
class*, and the 'intriguers of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Co/ On